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Resource for Assistance and Community 
Training (REACT4EJ)

EPA Region 4 Environmental Justice 
Thriving Communities Technical 

Assistance Center
Overview
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Purpose/Goals of EJ TC -TAC Program

Å Goal: To establish a network of 
Regional and National EJ 
TCTACs providing technical 
assistance

Å Partnership with Department of 
Energy (DOE) and Thriving 
Communities Network

Å Seek existing networks

Å Provide Technical Assistance 
and training services



Regional TCTAC

Å Region 1: University of Connecticut

Å Region 2: WE ACT for EJ, and 
Inter-American University of Puerto 
Rico-Metro Campus

Å Region 3: National Wildlife 
Federation

Å Region 4: Deep South Center for 
Environmental Justice, and 
REACT4EJ

Å Region 5: Blacks in Green, and 
University of Minnesota

Å Region 6: New Mexico State 
University, and DSCEJ

Å Region 7: Wichita State University

Å Region 9: University of Arizona, and 
San Diego State University

Å Region 10: Willamette Partnership, 
and University of Washington
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REACT4EJ Network Partners
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Environmental Protection Network (informal)



REACT4EJ TA Activities

Communication 
& Outreach

ÅPlain-language 
Materials

ÅGuidance 
Documents

ÅState-specific and 
general use

ÅConnecting  with 
peers, funders, 
EPA, partner 
agencies

ÅIdentifying funding

ÅMultilingual, 
culturally 
appropriate

Training

ÅSubject-specific 
training offerings

ÅWebinars

ÅIn-person training 
sessions

ÅPeer-to-peer (P2P) 
learning

ÅWeb-based 
workshops

ÅOne-on-one/ad hoc 
training

ÅMentoring

Subject-matter 
experts

ÅEnvironmental 
quality

ÅEnvironmental 
health

ÅMapping/GIS

ÅClean Energy 
adoption

ÅGrant proposal 
development/review

ÅGrant management

ÅGrant systems
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Technical Assistance Process
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Emphasis on:

Å Co-Creation

Å Partnership

Å Relationship development



Community Benefits

Education and 
Workforce 

Development

- Training in grant writing, 
grant management

- Technical skills to detect 
and address EJ issues

Community 
Empowerment

- Highlight challenges, uplift 
success stories

- Engage with government 
to get things done, get a 
seat at the table

- Peer-to-peer learning to 
share best practices

Improved 
community 

health

- Increased funding to solve 
environmental problems, 
improve environmental 
health
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RTI/NCCU Partnership

Á RTI & NCCU established bilateral 

research partnership in 2020

Á Draws on respective strengths to 

drive innovation and training of 

students

Á In 2022, established NCCU/RTI 

Center for Applied Research in 

Environmental Science

ï Professional development for 

students in environmental justice 

research

ï Shared lab space at RTI for 

environmental toxicology

Á Established network for community 

engagement is critical for outreach
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RTI/NCCU partnership
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REACH - WHERE WE ARE:
(16 counties, ~3 million people)

~30% North Carolinians

TEAM 

NCCU

BRAVE
LTNC

UNC-P

RADx-UP partners

NCCU ï

Enfield, 

NC

NCCU ï

Kannapolis, 

NC

NCCU-RTI Center for Applied Research 
in Environmental Sciences (CARES)



Department of Environmental Quality

General Permits Renewal

Animal Feeding Operations


